
 
 

July 18, 2017 
 

Dear Upper School Students and Parents, 
 
The cyclical nature of the school year is one of my favorite aspects of working in 
education.  New beginnings with each class, each unit, and each school year present fresh 
opportunities for every member of the community to learn, grow, and reflect.  For me, this year, 
a new job in a new school presents an opportunity to learn and grow as an educator as I 
immerse myself in this warm, kind, reflective community dedicated to the charisms of the 
Sacred Heart and to the education of girls.   
 
As I familiarize myself with the names, faces, stories and histories surrounding me here at 
Stone Ridge, I’m starting (in this bicentennial year of celebrating her legacy) with the 
extraordinary story of Rose Philippine Duchesne who declared that, “The more I reflect on the 
graces I have received, the more they astonish me and make me tremble.”  I have to join her in 
that sentiment.  
 
I look forward to meeting and greeting every one of you as the school year begins, but until 
then, please know that here at school we are taking advantage of another of the grand benefits 
of the cyclical nature of the school year to plan and prepare.  The planners among you are, I 
am sure, waiting on pins and needles for this information to help you as you get organized for 
the forthcoming fresh start:   
 
Class List and Book Buying 
Enclosed is a list of the classes for which you were approved and registered.  You will find 
book buying information for ordering on the 2017 Summer Information page.  Click on the MBS 
Direct link to order books from that company.  You will also find a link to the entire book list with 
ISBN numbers on it so that you can order books from other websites.  Please make sure to 
secure the proper edition as indicated. 
 
Summer Assignments                                                                                                         
Some of your courses require you to have work complete as school begins.  Please visit the 
2017 Summer Information page to check on what you must do. 

 
School Supplies 
The Upper School does not create a specific list of required supplies.  Each student has her 
own needs and preferred methods and systems.  Most students bring a spiral notebook and 
pen on the first day(s) and then purchase supplies based on their desires and any specific 
course needs indicated by her teacher. 
 
Laptop Training 
All First Academics and students new to Stone Ridge receive a training workshop (one hour 
and fifteen minutes in length) to get accustomed to their new device.  Please check the 2017 



 
 

Summer Information page and sign up for one training session that works with your 
schedule.  These sessions will be held in Good Hall. 
 
Uniforms 
You will find the uniform requirements on the 2017 Summer Information page.  Uniforms must 
be in good condition including proper kilt length of no more than three inches above the knee.   
 
The following companies carry Stone Ridge uniforms: 
Land’s End 
www.landsend.com/school 
800-469-2222, school code 9001-1815-9 
 
Flynn O’Hara Uniforms 
Loehmanns Plaza 
5210 Randolph Road 
Rockville, MD  20852 
301-838-8958 
 
Gator Gallery 
gatorgallery@stoneridgeschool.org 
301-657-4322, ext. 371 
 
 

Social Action 
By now all rising Third and Fourth Academic Students have received information via email 
concerning their placements.  In August families will receive an email containing important 
information about sites, special requirements, transportation plans, and agreements.  This 
information and more links will be posted on the Inside SR page for future reference.  Third and 
Fourth Academic students, please return all signed agreements and other required documents 
to Ms. Brownlee before Friday, September 1. 
 
Second Academic Students will be receiving information via email concerning the 
program.  This message will include volunteer agreements and permission forms for the 
year.  These forms are also available on the Social Action Info page on Inside SR.  One of the 
sites that the Second Acs visit does require proof of negative TB test.  Please ensure that Mrs. 
Pitcher has that documentation to guarantee full participation.  Please return completed forms 
by Friday, September 1. 
 
First Academic Students Fourth Academic Social Action Leaders (SALS), Isabel Barnidge, 
Theodora Brophy, Laura Brueggeman, Elizabeth Hogan, Karly Page, and Briana Thompson, 
welcome  you to the program.  Each of these senior leaders will be responsible for educating 
and inspiring you on topics including Human Rights, Care and Concern for the Elderly, 
Stewardship of the Environment, Rethink DisAbility, Poverty and Homelessness, and Childcare 
and Education.  You will have one session on campus learning about each of these important 
issues and one session to follow with hands-on service in the greater Washington, D.C. area. 



 
 

 
 
 
Health Forms 
All students are required to complete health forms each year.  These forms are available under 
the Campus Life section of the Stone Ridge web page.  These forms must be complete by 
Friday, July 28.  If you have any questions regarding these forms or health concerns that the 
school should know about, please contact Mrs. Alana Pitcher, RN, on ext. 347. 
 
Fall Sports Tryouts 
On Monday, August 21, tryouts for fall varsity and junior varsity teams will begin at 3:45 
p.m.  Fall sports include cross-country, field hockey, volleyball, soccer, and tennis.  Practices 
will run from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m.  Attendance at these practices/tryouts is mandatory for team 
consideration.  Contact Mr. Jason McGhee, Athletic Director, prior to July 31 if you anticipate a 
conflict and plan to try out.  His email is:  jmcghee@stoneridgeschool.org or you may reach 
him by phone at ext. 339.   
 
Big Sister / Little Sister Bowling  
All First and Fourth Academics are invited to take part in a bonding activity at Bowl America on 
Monday, August 28 after the First Academic Orientation.  Students will depart campus after 
lunch and return to campus in time for after school commitments.  A permission slip and more 
information for this event will be e-mailed home the third week of August. 
 
Class Ring Ordering Information 
All Third Academic students are invited to order a class ring.  Mr. Steve Dodd, our Jostens 
representative, will be on campus Monday, August 28 from 1:15 pm - 3:00 pm to measure for 
rings and accept order forms.  More information and order forms will be e-mailed home the 
third week of August.   
 
First Day of School 
The first day of school is on Monday, August 28 with an 8:00 a.m. arrival.  The day will consist 
of shortened classes, class meetings, and a 3:10 p.m. dismissal. 
 
Please enjoy the rest of the summer with its glorious invitation for rest, renewal, independence 
and exploration.  The infamous Calvin (of “Calvin and Hobbes” fame) declared that “the days 
are just packed.”  They should be, but let us use the tropes of summertime—the longer days, 
the brilliant sunshine, the lazy afternoons and soft shimmering nights—to carefully craft the 
ways we rest, play, work and re-energize during the remainder of these possibility-filled weeks. 
And just a hint from Jeanette Walls (in The Glass Castle):  “One benefit of summer was that 
each day we had more light to read by.” 
 
 
With warmth and gratitude, 
 
Cindy Sabik 
Head of Upper School 


