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by Connie Shaffer Mitchell ‘92

Organized crime. Human Trafficking. Exploitation.

Amy serves as a Senior Adviser to the Director in the U.S. 
Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons (the “TIP” office). Not only was Amy 
an original member of the office, she was also instrumental 
in developing its foundational goals and policies, and in 
drafting and overseeing the report in human trafficking, 
the most comprehensive anti-trafficking assessment issued 
by any government. 

Spend a few minutes with Amy and her 
passion for her work is infectious. “I 
am proud to be a part of a modern-day 
abolitionist movement, working with 
smart, dedicated, and talented people 
inside and outside of government to 
eradicate modern slavery.”  

LIVING A  
MODERN DAY  
MOVEMENT— 
AND IMPELLED  
TO ACT.

These words conjure images 
far from that of a petite but 
vibrant and modest mother 
of two pre-teenaged children 
living in Chevy Chase, MD with 
her husband. Yet this is exactly 
the world in which Amy O’Neill 
Richard ’83 has been immersed 
for the last 20 years, and her 
zeal for her work is anything 
but understated.
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Although the legal institution of slavery was outlawed 
in the United States more than 150 years ago, over 20 
million men, women, and children worldwide (including 
the United States) are victims of modern slavery or human 
trafficking, which involves the exploitation of someone for 
the purposes of compelled labor or a commercial sex act 
through the use of force, fraud, or coercion. (http://blogs.
state.gov)

As Senior Adviser, Amy engages the private sector 
to leverage resources and expertise to help prevent 
human trafficking, and serves as the co-chair of the U.S. 
Government’s Senior Policy Operating Group’s Committee 
on Human Trafficking Research and Data. 

Over the years, she has also advised on, facilitated, and 
organized symposiums, film screenings, webinars, and 
events at the United Nations, the World Bank and the 
Vatican. Amy says, “My work with faith-based organizations 
has been some of my most rewarding work.” One event 
particularly special to her was her work with the U.S. 
Embassy to the Vatican to hold a symposium at the 
Vatican on public-private partnerships to combat human 
trafficking. She has also collaborated closely with the 
Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility over the 
years. Most recently, she spent time briefing a wonderful 
group of activist Catholic religious who have formed a 
committee against human trafficking. Amy says, “These 
women always ask the toughest questions!”

Amy credits her time at Stone Ridge with 
kindling her desire to advance human 
rights for women and children across 
the globe. She wasn’t quite sure how she 
would do it, but she knew she had to try. 

Amy is wistful about her seven years at Stone Ridge. She 
did a semester exchange in high school at Duchesne 
Academy of the Sacred Heart in Houston, TX. She believes 
that her Sacred Heart mentors and teachers recognized 
and nurtured this passion for intellect and service in Amy 
at a young age. Her personal favorite Goal of Sacred Heart 
education has always been Goal III, a social awareness 
which impels to action.

Amy received the Cardinal Hickey Award at her 
graduation from Stone Ridge. The award is given in the 
late Cardinal’s name to a student deemed by the faculty 
and administration to be outstanding for citizenship and 
Christian service. This honor was one of her first in a long 
string of awards commending her spirit of service and 
excellence in her work.

After her studies at the University of Richmond, graduating 
magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa with a double major 
in political science and sociology, and after receiving 
a Masters Degree in Foreign Service from Georgetown 
University (where she received a Dean’s Award for Academic 
Excellence), Amy was paving the way to make a difference 
in the world.

Amy’s work has earned her the Shared Hope International’s 
Pathbreaker Award for her efforts over the last decade 
to raise awareness about child sex trafficking, the State 
Department’s Swanee Hunt Award for Advancing Women’s 
Role in Policy Formulation, and the Department’s Warren 
Christopher Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Global Affairs for her groundbreaking report “International 
Trafficking in Women to the United States: A Contemporary 
Manifestation of Slavery and Organized Crime.” This latter 
study, reported by multiple news outlets including the 
New York Times, was used in support of the passage of the 
United States’ Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000.  

FEATURES: Awareness in Action

Amy O'Neill Richard '83 enjoys reading with her 
daughter, Ellie, and the family's dog, Sydney
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Her report’s recommendations also became an initial 
baseline for assessing the U.S. government’s own anti-
trafficking efforts. 

Prior to the TIP office, Amy worked in the State 
Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research’s Office 
of Terrorism, Narcotics, and Crime, where she received the 
Bureau’s Analyst of the Year Award for shedding new light 
on transnational organized crime. She also worked in the 
Bureau’s Office of African Analysis, covering several Central 
and Western African countries and issues.

Although Amy maintains senior status at the State 
Department, she works part-time to allow for mothering 
for Ellie (11) and Noah (12) (not quite Irish twins, but 
very close). For Amy, part-time work is the right fit, and 
she is grateful to have found a healthy work-life balance 
for now. 

”Each person needs to determine what 
works best for his or herself, lifestyle, 
and family,” says Amy. “Women need to 
band together and support one another's 
choices. My hope is that with so many 
technological advances and increasing 

emphasis on ‘family 
friendly’ work, there will 
be even more options 
available to women."      

In her free time, Amy enjoys 
gardening, biking, traveling, perusing 
flea markets, and antiquing. She and 
her husband, Dan, love to escape 
to Rehoboth Beach or to Easton on 
the Eastern Shore with the family 
whenever possible, and Amy aspires 

to improve her photography, having taken many amateur 
photos during her years traveling abroad in college and for 
work to over 50 countries. 

Amy is scheduled to visit Stone Ridge on November 19, to 
present to the Upper School students during a Social Action 
assembly on the topic of human rights.

FEATURE: Awareness in Action

Amy O'Neill Richard '83 with her 
husband, Dan, and their children, 
Ellie and Noah

Amy O'Neill Richard '83 and her son Noah  
share a passion of astronomy


