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Thank you, Catherine. Congratulations, Class! If you can 
walk up these steps in those shoes, you can do anything. 
You are set! 

I am a Stone Ridge girl–the girl part might be an 

exaggeration, but I am delighted to be back in the 

place I care so very deeply about. This place, for 

better or for worse, along with my parents, really 

made me the person that I am today.  

Speaking of my parents, my mother is here, Lindy Boggs, to cel-

ebrate her great-granddaughter Charlotte’s graduation. And 

Mama, as some of you know, was in Congress many years, and 

went on to become Ambassador to the Vatican, where she had 

the interesting assignment of representing Bill Clinton to the 

Pope.  If anybody could do it, Mama could, but it was a challenge.  

I came here to Stone Ridge in the second half of first grade.  We 

used to go to school a half-year in New Orleans and a half-year 

here. And my sister Barbara always said it was great, we left just as 

people were catching on to us. But the nuns were sneaky—they 

traded notes. It was a wonderful experience for me. I had a glori-

ous time at Stone Ridge. 

…It’s not just a sentimental journey for me to be here, though 

it certainly is that. It looks much like it did 52 years ago with you 

sitting here in your white dresses—we all wore white dresses as 

well, but ours were all alike.  In fact, our picture is right inside the 

door here. But the nuns were all dressed alike too, and of course 

there were a lot of them…I'll get more to that later. But this is an 

extraordinarily beautiful place. I must say, I thought, though, that 

the lawn looked a whole lot better with desks all over it. That was 

quite something, Class of 2012, to pull all those desks out of the 

building [as a senior prank] and put them on the lawn. We were 

forced to move chairs throughout my entire time here! But mov-

ing all those desks was highly inventive. 

…[L]ooking back at that time,1960, it does seem such an idyllic time.  

The Nation was still booming with post-World War II prosperity, The 

Fantastiks had just opened in New York for what was to be a 42-year 

consecutive run, revived here very professionally at Stone Ridge this 

year. To show you how truly brilliant we in the press are, Brooks At-

kinson, a very famous New York Times theater critic, wrote the day 

after The Fantastiks opened. He praised it, but judged that, “Perhaps 

The Fantastiks is, by nature, the sort of thing that loses magic the 

longer it endures”.  Well, it endured a lot longer than he did!  And 

everyone here can sing, “Follow, follow…” I promise I won’t.
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But that gauze of content that was draped over 1960 really only 

covered the few who were included…Of course that did not in-

clude minorities, and it did not include women.  At the time of my 

graduation, it did not include Catholics.  It was that August that 

Jack Kennedy was inaugurated, so we were on the cusp of great 

change as we left here that beautiful day.  But you are living in 

a world of constant change, and you, as Stone Ridge graduates, 

and most especially, as children of the Sacred Heart, you will be 

called on to continually effect change for the better, because that 

is what our tradition is all about.  

I know you have had a special emphasis this year 

on Goal IV of the Goals and Criteria of Sacred Heart 

education: “Building Community as a Christian 

Value”. You’re going to need to keep doing that—

and doing it over and over again. You know, I al-

ways thought that Hic et Nunc, the Stone Ridge 

motto, was sort of an odd saying for people who 

trucked in eternity...  

…[B]ut it is the perfect name for a newspaper: Here and Now. Ours 

was called “The Ridgian”.  It sounds like it is carved in stone, and it 

is going to come down from Mount Sinai at any moment.  Not ex-

actly immediate. But I came to understand the meaning of Hic et 

Nunc. It meant that we, as Stone Ridge women, were called upon 

to do what is needed here, right here, wherever we are, at any 

given moment, and immediately, right now, we have to do it.

And as Sacred Heart laywomen, we have a special  

obligation to do this, because there are not enough 

women religious to do the job for us. The nuns 

have always been great agents of change in our 

society, the people representing the powerless. 

And they’ve almost always had to do it while doing 

battle with the civil and ecclesiastical authorities.

Our own Philippine Duchesne…What an intrepid woman she 

was—she was incredible! She was determined to come to Amer-

ica. What she thought America was, who knows? This privileged 

noblewoman from Grenoble, and at age 43, which was really old, 

she and a band of hardy younger nuns sailed across the ocean.  

They had a terrible trip: there was shipwreck and there was mu-

tiny. All kinds of things happened. They finally got to New Orleans 

in the heat and the Ursulines begged them to stay and help out, 

and they said no. They were going up the Mississippi River in July 

in their long silk robes to St. Louis, where the Bishop had sum-

moned them, telling them they would be able to minister to the 

Native Americans, which was what Philippine Duchesne wanted 

to do.  And by the way, the Ursulines had opened a school in New 

Orleans for Native Americans and free Blacks in the 1730s, so it 

was really a remarkable thing to have done.

Phillipine wanted to do similar things; she got to St. Louis and the 

Bishop said, “Well no, that wasn’t going to happen.” She was going 

to go to St. Charles, which was going to be the Great Window on 

the West. She got to St. Charles and said, “This place is nowhere, 

and the only grease here is bear grease and it is disgusting!” But 

within a week, she managed, in that God-forsaken place, to open 

the first free school west of the Mississippi in this country. An in-

credible achievement! But she was constantly having to do battle, 

and having to deal with the problems of people in her community 

who wanted to hold her back…

Mother Seton, here in Maryland, was an incredible stalwart fighter.  

She was the mother of five kids, widowed, converted to Catholi-

cism and was cut off by her family, but then came to Maryland 

and founded the first indigenous religious order in the United 



Fall 2012  |  30

1

States while telling Bishop Carroll that her 

family came first, and she would make up 

the rule, thank you very much.  And she 

went on to found orphanages and hospi-

tals around the country.

Frances Cabrini was doing the same thing 

with immigrants. Katherine Drexel, again, 

working with Native Americans and Afri-

can Americans, founding Xavier Univer-

sity, still a fabulous school in New Orleans 

and still the only Catholic black school in 

the country. And all of these women that 

I’ve mentioned, by the way, Philippine 

Duchesne, Elizabeth Ann Seton, Frances Cabrini, Katherine Drex-

el…they’re all saints. They’ve all been canonized. The guys they 

were doing battle with? Not so much. In fact, I don’t know where 

they’ve ended up, but they’re not in the litany.

So I know we’re on the right path here…for all sorts of cultural 

reasons in this country and in the Church. There are fewer and 

fewer consecrated women, so now it’s up to you. It’s up to us.  

They’ve taught us well, and we have to carry on the mantle. Cath-

erine Ronan Karrels is doing it, the first lay person to head this 

school, picking up the mantle of the Sacred Heart, and doing a 

wonderful job of it! Because now, we have to be the agents of 

change, change for the good in this society.

You, as religious women, must give voice to the powerless, as 

women religious have been doing throughout our history. Even 

if it makes you uncomfortable, as it has of-

ten made them, that’s your mission as the 

very privileged children of the Sacred Heart. 

And it will be a constantly evolving mission, 

as that great Sacred Heart educator, Mother 

Janet Erskine Stewart wrote at the turn of 

the last century. She said: “Epochs of transi-

tion must keep us on the alert. They ask us to 

keep our eyes open and on distant horizons, 

our minds listening to seize every indication 

that can enlighten us. Reading, reflection, 

searching must never stop. The mind must 

be flexible in order to lose nothing, to acquire 

any knowledge that can aid our mission. Im-

mobility, arrested development, bring decadence. A beauty fully 

unfolded is ready to perish, so let us not rest on our beautiful past.”

Well, you young women of the Stone Ridge 

Class of 2012 have already had a beautiful past.  

Now, you go forward to a future that you must 

shape in the Sacred Heart tradition. So, to that 

end, let me send you off with the words of  

Sacred Heart women.

Taken from Life at the Sacred Heart (1985): "Discover your particu-

lar gifts and develop your unique potential. If you are sensitive 

to people, care for them. If you are a scholar, share your love of 

learning. If you can create with your hands, give the world beauty. 

When you find humor and laughter in your life, give others your 

joy. The gift you have received, give as a gift."

Thank you and congratulations!
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