
 

 
 

Course Number (when applicable) 

EN231 

Course Title 

Honors British Literature 

Name of Assignment (title of book(s), Author, Edition, and ISBN (when applicable) 

See attached. 

Expectations/Instructions for Student When Completing Assignment 

See attached. 

One Essential Question for Assignment 

What is the nature of human nature? Are human beings essentially good or evil? 

One Enduring Understanding for Assignment 

Works of fiction convey profound ideas in both direct and indirect ways. 

Parent/Guardian Role and Expectations 

Ensure student has access to texts and to a computer/printer for the written portion. 

Estimated Time Requirement 

Time will vary from student to student. The English department recommends that you begin by mid-July so that 
you have ample time to complete the assignment while enjoying your summer! 

 



 
Stone Ridge English Department / Honors British Literature Summer Assignment 2017-2018 

 
There are two summer reading books for rising Second Academic students taking Honors British 
Literature. Please be sure to use the ISBN to obtain the correct editions. This is particularly 
important for Pride and Prejudice, as the Norton edition includes footnotes that are required 
reading. 

 
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. W.W. Norton & Company, 2016. 
 ISBN-13: 978-0393264883 
 
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies. Perigree Books, Reissue edition, 2003. 
 ISBN-13: 978-0399501487 
 

I. Reading Assignment:  The expectation in this course is that when you read, you annotate. 
Annotating in earnest will yield stronger papers and richer class discussions. Therefore, 
when reading for Honors British Literature this summer, you should read with a pencil in 
hand and questions in mind. As you read, you should be looking for things that answer (or 
refute) your questions, and excite, puzzle, disturb, or annoy you. Write in the margins of 
your texts—noting items of interest and burgeoning patterns. Look up definitions to words 
you don’t know and write them in the margins as well. Use sticky notes or tabs to mark the 
texts whenever you find ideas intriguing or thought-provoking. (Oh, and make sure to read 
and annotate the footnotes in Pride and Prejudice!)  
 

II. Writing Assignment:  Now it’s time to begin thinking about our essential question for 
British Literature. All year long we will ask: what is the nature of human nature? Are 
human beings essentially good or evil?  
 
Choose one of the summer reading books. In a well-developed essay of 2-3 pages, please 
respond to the following: 
 

What kind of commentary does the novel make on the nature of human nature? 
 
For example, you might consider approaching this question through ONE of the following 
lenses: 
● Does the novel represent human nature as fundamentally good? Fundamentally evil?  
● What effect, if any, does society have on human nature?  
● Is the nature of men and women fundamentally different?  
● Are humans shaped primarily by nature or by nurture?  
● Does a scarcity of resources alter human nature?  
● To what extent does power shape individual behavior? 



Essay Requirements: 
● Your essay should be printed and ready to turn in at the beginning of the first class. 

(The first full-length class, not the all-8 day.) 
● Your essay should have a short introduction, a clear thesis, compelling textual 

support, and a conclusion that fully reflects the significance of your argument. It 
should be blissfully free of plot summary. 

● Your essay must be 2-3 pages in correct MLA format, including header/heading, in-
text parenthetical citations, appropriate font and margins, page numbers, works cited, 
etc. 

● Your essay should include only your own analysis and creative thinking. Do not 
consult any outside sources--just use the novel and your own insightful brain! 

● Your essay should reflect the standards of formal writing. That means writing in the 
literary present tense and avoiding first person/personal pronouns. 

 
Note #1: There is no single correct answer to this question. It deliberately invites you to 
contemplate the different and gendered views of human nature presented in the novels. You should 
feel free to develop an argument that resonates with your own experiences/philosophy. 
 
Note #2: Strive to make your first essay for this class a fitting reflection of all that you are capable 
of as an Honors British Literature student, but keep in mind that one purpose of this assignment is 
for your teacher to get to know you. Relax and let your voice shine through! 


