
 
 

 
 

Course Number (when applicable) 

EN100 

Course Title 

Introduction to Literature 

Name of Assignment (title of book(s), Author, Edition, and ISBN (when applicable) 

See attached. 

Expectations/Instructions for Student When Completing Assignment 

See attached. 

One Essential Question for Assignment 

What does it mean to read actively and critically? 

One Enduring Understanding for Assignment 

Strong readers annotate and think critically about the text as they read. 

Parent/Guardian Role and Expectations 

Ensure student has access to texts. 

Estimated Time Requirement 

Time will vary from student to student. The English department recommends that you begin by mid-July so that 
you have ample time to complete the assignment and review your annotations while enjoying your summer! 
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Stone Ridge English Department / Introduction to Literature Summer Assignment 2017 

There are two summer reading books for rising First Academic students taking Introduction to              
Literature. Please be sure to use the ISBN to obtain the correct editions: 
 

Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street. Vintage, 1991. 
ISBN-13: 978-0679734772 

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. Simon & Schuster, 2012. 
ISBN-13: 978-1451673319 

 

Summer Assignment: 
 
Our number one priority with summer reading is that you have FUN with the books. We think                 
both are entertaining, thought-provoking, and enjoyable, and we look forward to discussing            
them! 
 
While you are enjoying the books, however, it is important for you to practice some of the                 
critical reading skills that we will continue to develop over the course of the year in Introduction                 
to Literature. We expect you to be active and engaged readers who think about and remember                
what you read. Annotating while you read will help you do that. 
 
Annotations are notes that we make while reading a text. Annotating helps us to generate and                
keep track of ideas, to identify important questions, and to deepen our understanding of the text.                
Here are some tips to help set you up for success: 
 

● Always read with pen/pencil and sticky notes by your side! That way you are prepared               
to… 
 

● Mark passages that stand out to you as particularly interesting, beautiful, or confusing.             
Make a few notes in the margins or on a sticky note about why those passages stood out.                  
These are passages worth returning to on your own or looking at together in class in the                 
fall. 

 

● Circle words you don’t know. (Even better: circle them and then look them up and write                
the definitions in the margins.) 

 

● Write questions, ideas, summaries, or predictions at the end of each chapter. Even             
writing one sentence at the end of each chapter will help you to remember what you have                 
read and think more deeply about it. 

 

● Make lists. Do you notice a repeated image, for example? Are you learning lots of detail                
about a particular character? Does this book remind you of others you’ve read? Short lists               
on sticky notes will help you keep track of your observations. 
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